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Introduction

1.1 This document sets out how Dartford Borough Council is undertaking the consultation 
and public input in preparing its new Statement of Community Involvement in Planning 
(SCI). This statement outlines what has been done and will be done further to update 
the SCI, and provides an overview of: 

• Who was consulted and how the consultation is being carried out
• How the main issues raised have been and will be taken into account
• Next steps

1.2 This statement also explains how the SCI has been prepared in accordance with the 
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.

Early preparation and input

1.3 The SCI sets out the arrangements for public engagement in planning decisions by the 
Borough Council. How well we (the Council) stick to our proposals in the SCI will be 
verified. This will occur when our Local Plan documents are subject to an independent 
Examination in Public. 

1.4 We have been updating the previous 2006 SCI through taking into account existing 
documents and recent feedback, considering the nature of future participation 
(particularly in the forthcoming Local Plan review).  The SCI sets out how we will 
communicate, how publicity/ participation will occur and how we will use feedback. 

1.5 The content of a new SCI has been considered in light of the need to reflect the many 
changes to the planning system, technological changes, and current Council 
engagement best practice. It includes new content tackling recent changes such as:

 The role the public can play in neighbourhood planning
 Additional guidance for public consultation by large site developers 
 The range of organisations now involved in planning for the Borough
 The greater variety of types of ‘planning applications’ 
 The increase in optional stages of consultation in producing Local Plans

1.4 The rounds of public involvement held for the Development Policies Local Plan have 
informed this SCI review. These consultations indicated that most respondents became 
aware of the chance for public input by email contact from the Council or from checking 
Dartford Council’s planning policy webpages; and: 

 The majority of those who expressed a view considered the main consultation 
document to be clear and easy to read. 

 However, comments were made on how mapping and supporting information could 
better be directly accessed. In response, we are improving our on-line mapping and 
working to make all key background documents readily accessible on-line (as much 
as we practically can).
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1.5 We have been refreshing information on who would like us to contact them directly, with 
particular focus on removing out-dated data, and also re-establishing contact with 
existing consultees that had not engaged at all in the most recent Local Plan. This 
allowed us verify the continuing interest of people and ensure information is accurate.

Who was initially consulted and how

2.1  We have been engaging with people on the general content of a new SCI since 9th 
June 2017. This has so far involved:

 Notification was sent (via email or letter) explaining that the SCI was 
being reviewed and the purpose of consulting. Consultees were asked to 
respond with their thoughts on the core SCI principles and with any other 
relevant comments. This was sent to everyone on the updated planning 
policy consultation database, consisting of approximately 350 individuals 
and organisations.

 Notification of consultation on the Dartford Borough Council website and 
in the Planning Policy Spring Bulletin 2017 (which was distributed 
electronically and published online). Comments were welcomed via email 
or post.

 Presentations to the ‘Bluewater Community Forum’ and the ‘Parish and 
Town Council Forum’, followed by Q&A’s and an invitation to comment. 

 Internal pre-consultation engagement also occurred with other Council 
departments, including the Development Management service.

2.2 Following the compilation of a draft SCI (which utilised feedback from the above), the 
document was published on the Dartford Council website in early August 2017 and 
notification sent to local residents associations, town councils and parishes, along with 
all those who responded to the initial consultation on the core principles.

Reponses and main issues from initial consultation 

3.1 The feedback from initial respondents (all via email) and from the Bluewater Community 
Forum and the Parish and Town Council Forum events is summarised below:

 General support from partner organisations for the use of electronic 
communication as an efficient and now widely used channel, preferably 
alongside traditional/ other media; and choosing specific forms of 
communication carefully in order to be inclusive of everyone.

 The need to hold consultative events in a variety of locations and times of 
day, and (in planning policy consultations) hosting a variety of activities or 
presenting to key representative groups.

 The focus of resident interest is on specific details of proposals/ actual ‘on 
the ground’ changes in their community.

3.2 These comments were all considered and a draft SCI was put together in light of this 
information. These comments and a new draft SCI were reported to Cabinet in late July.  

http://committeedmz.dartford.gov.uk/documents/s57940/SCI%20REPORT%20FINAL%20cleared.pdf
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It agreed the new draft SCI should be subject to formal public consultation. This is 
commencing now.

Formal public consultation on a draft new SCI 

4.1 The main and final opportunity for public input took place from the 8th September 2017 
to the 20th October 2017. All identified parties were fully contacted to gain views; this 
time a questionnaire was also included (see appendix) to focus responses. 

4.2 Further engagement with local community groups also took place, this included 
presentation to:

 Bluewater Community Forum
 Parish Forum
 Bean Residents Association
 Swanscombe and Greenhithe Town Council

4.3 Following the end of the 6 week consultation period on the 20th October 2017, replies to 
questionnaire points were analysed in detail. Using this, and any other written 
representations received, final refinements were made to the SCI.

Responses and main issues from formal public consultation

5.1 The feedback from this consultation is summarised below:

 General support was given for the document and what it set out to do. From 
questionnaire feedback, Principles A (timely public involvement), D (public comments 
acknowledged and take into account) and E (notification as soon as possible) were 
considered the most important. 

 Many respondents considered that all core principles are important and the value of 
engaging early (including participation from developer/land owners with regards to 
development applications) was key to successful consultation. It was noted that 
some thought the developer requirement could be set out further and that engaging 
the public in pre-application should be an obligatory requirement.  

 Importance of getting access to the younger generation involved in planning was 
noted, with further emphasis on identifying different volunteer groups also raised. 

 Further, utilising different types of communication activities (Principle F) was raised 
as important, with suggestions that workshops could be provided for some topic 
areas. Tailoring consultation to different types of document and providing a variety of 
consultative sessions to engage the public in different ways is important.  

 Providing interactive ways to view consultations was considered through apps or on 
the website as worthwhile (additionally, it was considered that the future interactive 
policies map will be very useful). However, It was also raised that it was important to 
still retain an element of non-digital communication for those who require.

 Respondents thought a list of stakeholders / statutory consultees was relevant and 
possibly a worthy addition. It was considered that this could include their role and 
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responsibilities. It was also raised, that a list of duty to cooperate local authorities, 
with requirements on how cross boundary issues will be met could also be 
worthwhile.

 The SCI was considered quite lengthy, with respondents stating an executive 
summary may be worthwhile. 

Changes

6.1 A revised version of the SCI was drafted for Cabinet to take into account the views 
raised through consultation, with the following amendments undertaken:

 Reformatting and minor rewriting of some sections of the document to reduce the 
length and better present the key areas to improve readability.

 Diagrams have been simplified further where necessary to enable readers to better 
understand processes.

 Section 5 has been refined to highlight the pre-application engagement and 
developer requirements.

 A further appendix with a list of statutory consultees has been produced in line with 
consultee comments.

What happens next?

7.1 The revised version of the SCI will be reported back to the Council’s Cabinet alongside 
consultation feedback in order to be adopted.

7.2 The SCI will then apply as the principal guidance for public involvement in planning the 
Borough; supplementing national legal requirements.

7.3 From early 2018 onwards the adopted SCI will be closely considered by Dartford 
Council’s Planning Policy Team in preparing the rounds of public participation expected 
for a New Local Plan/ Core Strategy review.
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Appendix – Consultation Questionnaire

Statement of Community Involvement in Planning (SCI) Consultation 2017

This questionnaire forms the main and final opportunity for public input on the draft SCI document. 
This consultation is taking place from the 8th September 2017 and will close on the 20th October 
2017. Completed questionnaires can be returned by email to ldf@dartford.gov.uk or via post to 
Planning Policy Team, Regeneration Directorate, Dartford Borough Council, Dartford, Kent, DA1 1DR. 
Electronic copies are available. 

NAME:………………………………………. ORGANISATION:………………….…………………

1. At the end of Section 1 of the draft SCI document, we outline proposed ‘core principles’ to guide 
our approach as follows. Please select up to 3 principles that are most important to you (Please 
check (‘X’) in up to 3 of the boxes A to F).

☐
(A) Public involvement will be at a 
timely stage before final decisions are 
made by the Council. ☐

(D) Public comments will be 
acknowledged, and taken into account, 
with applicable planning issues 
appropriately weighed up.

☐
(B) Explanatory information supporting 
proposals, or further contact details, 
will be provided to inform people 
responding to proposals.

☐
(E) Notification and publicity will occur 
as soon as possible; with electronic 
communication primarily used, and 
webpages regularly updated.

☐
(C) Clear deadlines will be provided for 
public consultations. The time period 
should be reasonable, but will 
recognise if there is a fixed timescale in 
which decisions need to be taken.

☐
(F) Local Plan communication and 
activities will fit the purpose of the 
proposed document and the stage of its 
preparation.  

2. How useful is the information in Section 2 on the people/ groups involved in planning to you? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

3. In section 3 of the draft SCI, we set out our proposed approach to public involvement in Borough 
planning policy, especially Local Plans. How helpful are the details on how we will communicate in 
producing planning policy documents and Local Plans? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

4. How helpful are the details in Section 3 of how publicity will occur and who will be contacted in 
producing planning policy documents and Local Plans? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

mailto:ldf@dartford.gov.uk
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5. How helpful are the details in Section 3 of how we will use feedback in producing planning policy 
documents and Local Plans? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

6. Are there any other actions you think it is important we should propose in Section 3, for public 
involvement in setting planning policies (including Local Plans)? 

If so, please provide up to three if possible.

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

2. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

7. How helpful are the details in Section 4 on community and public involvement in Neighbourhood 
Planning? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

8. How helpful are the details in Section 5 on Planning Applications and Development Management? 

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)

9. Do you have any further comments or suggestions? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

10. How valuable do you think the draft SCI on a whole will be in increasing public involvement in 
planning the Borough?

5. (Very) 4. 3. 2. 1. (Not Very)


